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DIRECTOR, FBI Jf 100-426205) 
RAC, HEW YORK (100-138931) 

A. ' - * 

STEPHEN FRANCIS VACS* 

SN-C ; 



Re Seattle letter to Director Sated 9/11/59* • 
captioned ea above. 


The pertinent portion of relet la be 103 set 
. forth below for the information of Hew H&veo, 

Mi-w. . • .■ • ■ - ' - •• t‘ ' \ 

t *Rebulet to Assistant Chief of Staff for Xntelll- \ y .■ 

i gence, Department of the Array dated 8 / 25 / 59 * . .. 

•5 For information of the New York Office, the 

Department of the Army has Inquired from the Bureau as to • 
whether certain sources who have furnished pertinent in- 
formation in the natter could be Identified in c proceed- 
ing before s field board of inquiry to be convened under 
provisions of Army regulations 604-10 on the West Coast ’ .: 1. \ 
or Rawall • The Department of the Army slso requested as 
to whether there would be sny objection to obtaining sworn 
or unsworn statements from these sources or to their utlll- - 

cation os wltneaaee at a hearing at some future date. 


The Subjects Stepfather it DONALD NIVEN WHEELER, j 
who was Identified by ELIZABETH T, BENTLEY as having been 
e former member of e Soviet espionage apparatus which 
operated in Washington, D, C, during the early 1940*a# ' A • : 

“ report dated 4/22/49* »t Washington, D, C, by SA DONALD D, Vr— -•* 
CONNORS entitled 1 'DONALD NIVEN WHEELER, SM-C' Sets out 00 7 * ' 
pages 3 end 4 the allegations by. BENTLEY to the effeot - 
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that WHEELER was known to BENTLEY in 19** and that WHEELER j 
knew BENTLEY ee HELEN. BENTLEY stated that WHEELER was s '/ 
member of the PERLO group end that WHEELER held • position 
in the Research and Analysis Section of OSS and from this . 
position WHEELER furnished information to the Soviet appa- 
ratus. BENTLEY was subsequently told by her Soviet supe- 
rior, •BILL*# to Inform WHEELER that he should eurtall hiS - 
activities since *BILL # felt that WHEELER might be under 
suspicion of his agency. This report does not set out 
when or to whom BENTLEY furnished this Information concern- X 
ing WHEELER. 

» < * - 

The Hew York Office is requested to advise the 
Bureau in the Immediate future the following with respect 
to BENTLEY* 

1. Can BENTLEY be identified before an Army 

hearing Board? t 

2. Can the Army obtain sworn or unsworn 

s u statements fx*om BENTLEYt . 

3* Can the Army consider BENTLEY ss a potential 
„ witness? 

r 1 

The Bureau requests that this Investigation bo . 
handled according to Instructions previously furnished in 
connections with interviews of potential witnesses for 
Coast Guard hesrings.* v? 

For the information of Seattle end the Bureau, 
s review of BENTLEY'S NYO file reflects she was interviewed 
on 5/23/58, by New Haven. At that time she stated positively 
that she had decided that she must put a complete stop 
to further interviews with Government agencies. Including the 
. FBI, and that she wanted to go on notice that she was no . 
longer available for these inquiries. She further stated 
that If there was any change in this decision of here that v 
ehe would so advise the New Haven office. - A- ... 
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NY 100' 133961 


Y ^ According to information available to the NYO* //'v v 

the next contact with BENTLEY by New Haven wee on t/27/59# > .. 
at which time BENTLEY eta ted there wae no change In the 
position eh# had previously expressed on 5/£8^B* *.;* : 

By Bureau letter to New Haven dated 2 / 25 / 59 » ’ ^ - 

concerning future contacts with BENTLEY* the Bureau advised . . \- 

that New Haven’ehould obtain specific Bureou authority for. " 
any interviews with BENTLEY prior to eontactlng her* The . v . - 
letter further instructed that when lesds were received by \y. 

New Haven* the Bureau should be edvlsed whether tho lead , -vf*'- • . 
Is one that eppears to have e valid basis for contacting ' ?,V 
BENTLEY and that an appropriate reoommende tlon should be . 
made as to whether or not BENTLEY should be contacted* > 4 . v". 

Xnaasuch as BENTLEY is presently under the . 
jurisdiction of the New Haven Division and in view of the /<”. 
ebove mentioned Bureau Instructions regarding contacts with - ' 
BENTLEY* New Haven le requested to expeditiously advise the 
Bureau and Seattle as to the answers to questions one . ' " ' - 

through three ss set forth ebove by Seattle* • 

: • ■ ■ RNC* , '• ‘ V: 
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( 100 - 426205 ) 

(100-17332) 


;/ ?'• STEPHEN FRANCIS VAUSK 


SECURITY MATTER - C 



Re Few York letter to Bureau dated 9/21/5$, concerning the 
identification and possible testimony of ELIZABETH BENTLEY r 
before an Army field board of inquiry. 

Aa noted in referenced Few York letter. BENTLEY has repeatedly i'V- 
atated that aha had decided to put a complete atop to further 
interviews with Government agencies, including the FBI. 

Vith respect to the questions posed in relett 

1. The Few Haven Office knows of no reason why BENTLEY 
could not be Identified before an A ray Hearing Board* v 
She has published her activities on behalf of soviet 
Intelligence, including the Ferlo group activities, and 
has testified before Congressional Committee re came. 

V 

2. and 3. This office is unable to atate whether the Army " 

can obtain a statement from BENTLEY or whether aha 
would testify. Her recent personal history and attitude < 
t.ould indicate that ahe would not be willing to do . 

either. This office has no objection to the Amy cm king . 
an effort. 

For the Information of Seattle, BENTLEY has recently accepted a ' ; ./ 
position as an English teacher at the Long Lane School, a penal \ , 
institution for young girls, operated by the State of Connecticut . 
at Klddletown, Connecticut. BENTLEY resides on the grounds of 
this school. RUC, 
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SAC, New Haven (65-1550) 

" ^ Vi", v r 

director;’ FBI (65-57905) 



7-22-60 




■° ' Re" New Have a letter 7-11-60 captioned 
as above. Reference is also made to Hew York 
letter 4-29-60 and to New Uoven report 5-6-60 /A 
concerning the unknown subjects iu this cose* [}¥ 
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a i-w—ao t-gd that ou 7-1-60 when 
ClisabetlL-BcUtley-wfcs interviewed by Agents of 
-thv'Ffew Haven Office, Bentley appeared to be 
agreeable to farther interview and that the 
basis tr\herr decision was apparently the fact r \ 
that the natters discussed with fccr were natters {UJ 
of the utmost importance. y 

In connection with the present 
Investigation, the hew Uaveu Office, iti a report 
dated 5-6-60, indicated that Bentley would 
be interviewed concerning Fredericks flartin 
who is presently considered a likely suspect ( m 
for unknown subject Catherine. This interview h 
was to be conducted in the event an approach to vESt 
B entley was approved by the Bores u. 

It is- recognized that Elizabeth Bentley 
is the only source presently available who can 
Identify a photo of one of the unknown subjects 
in this investigation, namely unknown subject 
Catherine. In reviewing the information developed 
concerning Fredericks Martin the following points 
have been noted at the Bureau concerning Frederick 
Martin which tend to eliminate her as unknown 
Subject Catherine: Mo information has been 
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developed Indicating that Martin wes prcguniit 
daring 1943-44. Also, certain personal 
characteristics. Including facial features, 

Banner of hair areas and Bonner of speech, 
are apparently lacking insofar as Martin is 
concerned in comparison to the known chnrocteristics/|j) 
of the unknown subject in this case. v ~^ 


The report of ■HHHHHH doted 
5-6-60 at New Haven which sets toivli u IT interview 
with Hr. Lewis For concerning Fredericks Martin 
contains info rant ion to the effect that the artists 
sketch of unknown Catherine was displayed to 
Dr. Fox and tha the advised that the sketch of 
unknown subject Catherine did not resettle Fredericko 
Martin. It is noted that Dr. Fox opporentiy knew s u ) 
Fredericks Martin some 20 years ago. 


hit 


In view of the above, the fuireou feels 
that there is insufficient basts for approaching 
Reutley for the sole purpose of showing a photo to 
Bentley of Fredericks Martin. The Rurcau feels that 
the New York Office should lurnish New Raven with 
photos of Fredericks Martin so that they will be 
available in the New Haven Office, in the event 
another occasion arises where a natter of titnost 
importance requires contacting Reutley, that 
occasion should be utilized to determine whether 
Rentley can identify a photo of rredericka Martin 
or any other suspect that m»y be developed for 
unknown subject Catherine * It is recognized that 
the only definite Banner In which Martin can be 
eliminated is through an interview with Rentley. 
However, it does not appear at this tine that the 
characteristics of Martin are such as might make s \ 
her a strong suspect for the unknown subject in IJAJ 
this case. 

The New York Of lice should continue to , 
review the present Investigation for the purpose (jJ/ 
of developing other logical suspects. 
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^•Withrespect to further contacts with 
Gliz&bcth Bentley, the hew ileven Office should be 
guided by the policy previously set forth* newly 
that Bentley snail not be contacted except in 
matters of the utoost importance to the Bureau 
and that contacts trith her shall be tiude only alter 
Bureau authority is obtained. New haven should 
continue to keep abreast of developments insofar 
as Bentley’s progress is concerned and keep the x 
Bureau informed of her attitude, insofar as m) 
cooperation with the Bureau is concerned. v 
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SAC, NEW .YORK. (100-142782) 


11 / 17/61 


SAC, NEW HAVEN (105-4320) 


HEW YORK SCHOOL FOR MARXIST STUDIES 
IS-C 

ISA - 1950 - 

(OOi NY)/ ; f p;'- ; , 


Re New York airtel to’ Albany 11/14/61, requesting NHO 
to furnish the status of availability of ELIZABETH T, BENTLEY 
along with a proper descriptive category. 


On 11/17/61, ELIZABETH T. BENTLEY advised that "I am 
absolutely not willing to testify" in an proceeding such 
as indicated in instant case. MISS BENTLEY stated that she 
was positive about her ; refusal in this regard and referred 
to her previous history and position she had reported as 
reflected in New Haven ‘ letters to - the Bureau, cc Newark, 
or 5/29/58 and 4/30/59- See NY file (134-182). 


It - would appear that BENTLEY falls into witness cate- 
gory (j) in view of her. previous testimony on behalf of ths 
Government. 


BENTLEY now resides on Route 5A, East Hampton, Conn., 
has no telephone, and is employed as an English teacher at 
the Long Lane School, (a state of Connecticut institution 
for wayward girls) at Middletown, Conn., telephone Diamond 
6-0674, This individual's identity and background are well 
known to the Department. 


For the information of the New York Office, the NHO 
has no information aa to the background of the captioned 
subject matter and BENTLEY stated that she had no knov/ledge 
of any information dealing with this matter. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Memorandum 



to : SAC, NY date: 12/3/63 


mow : ASAC J. L. SCHMIT 

ELIZABETH BENTLEY 

subject: SM-C : • 

1 

On Instant date I furnished the following 
Information to Mr. ANTHONY P. LITHENTO at the Bureau : 

Mr. NELSON PRANK, free lance writer and former 
writer for the New York World Telegram & Sun, advised at ; 

12:45 p.m., 12/3/63, that he had learned that the Associated 
Press wire had on this date reported that ELIZABETH BENTLEY, 

55 years old, died on 12/3/63 at Grace New Haven Hospital, New ; 
Haven, Connecticut. She entered the hospital on 11/18/63, " / 

underwent surgery yesterday (12/2/63), and died presumably this - ^ 
morning according to PRANK. For the last five years she had 
been connected with the Long Lane School, Middletown, Conn. 


1-ASAC J. L. SCHMIT 
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TO DIRECTOR AND SAC NEW YORK E 
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0..t 7A " r T | i Tr^RTLl. HENTLEY, CONFIDENTIAL SOURCE. 
r "H^Lr.T TO NEW HAVEN, NAY 18, 1959. 

r rr IPFnrf ATIOM OF BUREAU AND NEW YORK. ELIZABETH BENTLEY 

!?r r > A T !‘T’- MAVFN hospital on this date after an operation 

r T p.- rr . rp OP PREVIOUS DAY TO REMOVE AN ABDOF.INAL TUilOR. 

T"7 FVrn'L J c SCHEDULED FOR THURSDAY AFTERNOON NEXT FROM 
pr**'EFT? rUfFRAL HOME IN MIDDLETOWN, CONNECTICUT. 

np T"irp**ST TO BUREAU, DURING LAST TWO WEEKS OF TERMINAL 
jll;t c s, df.ytley, who HAD NO CLOSE FAMILY RELATIONS, KEPT 
• F M iovru office FULLY INFORMED OF HER ILLNESS AND DEtiOHSl RATED 
YAP* PE^PD AND AFFECTION TOWARD BUREAU TO THE END. 

r 
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5-*? "A R -n- MY DE 






ELIE-'SET^ TERRILL BENTLEY, CONFIDENTIAL SOURCE. 


REEULET TO NEW HAVEN, MAY 18, 1959. 

FOR INFORMATION OF. BUREAU AND NEW YORK.' ELIZABETH BENTLEY 
DIED AT NEW HAVEN HOSPITAL ON THIS DATE AFTER AN OPERATION 
PERFORMED ON PREVIOUS DAY TO REMOVE AN ABDOMINAL TUMOR. 

THE FUNERAL IS SCHEDULED FOR 'THURSDAY AFTERNOON NEXT FROM 
ROBERTS FUNERAL HONE IN MIDDLETOWN, CONNECTICUT. 


OF INTEREST TO BUREAU, DURING LAST TWO WEEKS OF TERMINAL 
ILLNESS, J3ENTLEY, WHO HAD NO CLOSE FAMILY RELATIONS, KEPT 
W HAVER OFFICE FULLY INFORMED OF HER ILLNESS AND DEMONSTRATED 



